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Award Summary  

SAMA recognizes the critical role of youth in rebuilding Sudan and shaping a better 
future for Sudanese communities. For this reason, SAMA has consistently invested in 
youth development as a core part of its strategy to nurture future leaders. 

In 2026, SAMA introduced the Young Researcher Award to recognize and celebrate 
early-career researchers for their contributions to knowledge, innovation, and 
community impact. The award will be presented on Future Leaders Graduation 
Ceremony on December 26, 2026, at the Dr. Bushra Ibnauf Center in Port Sudan 

Who the Award Honors 

The award honors young Sudanese researchers who demonstrate resilience, 
innovation, and commitment to serving Sudanese communities through research. 

Eligibility Criteria 

●​ Must be 35 years old or younger 
●​ Must be of Sudanese origin 
●​ Must be an early-career researcher 
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Selection Criteria (Scoring system) 

Criteria Description How to measure Score 

Research 
Output 

Demonstrates productivity 
through academic or 
professional work, such as 
publications, presentations, 
reports, or other contributions 
to knowledge and practice. 

Count of publications, conference presentations, 
reports, or documented research projects. 
Consider quality and relevance, not just quantity 

25 

Relevance to 
Sudan 

Research or scholarly 
activities address challenges, 
priorities, or opportunities that 
benefit Sudanese 
communities, society, or 
development. 

 Reviewers assess alignment with Sudanese 
societal, health, humanitarian, or development 
needs. 

25 

Leadership 
and Peer 
Mentoring 

Demonstrates leadership 
potential, teamwork, and 
actively supports, mentors, or 
guides peers, contributing to 
capacity-building and 
collaboration. 

Roles in leading projects, organizing teams, 
facilitating collaboration, and mentoring peers 

25 

Continuity 
During 
Adversity 

Demonstrated ability to 
sustain scholarly or research 
activities during conflict, 
displacement, or 
resource-limited conditions. 

Track record of consistent work and engagement 
during the war 

25 

Total   
 
 

100 

Nomination Form 

Section 1: Nominee Information 

●​ Full Name: 
●​ Date of Birth: 
●​ Age (as of 2026): 
●​ Contact Email: 
●​ Phone Number: 
●​ Country of Residence: 
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●​ Sudanese Origin (Yes/No): 
●​ Upload a professional photo​

 

Section 2: Academic / Professional Background 

●​ Current Institution / Organization: 
●​ Position / Title: 
●​ Field of Study / Research Area: 
●​ Brief Bio (150–200 words):​

 

Section 3: Research Output  

●​ List of Publications, Presentations, Reports, or Projects 

Section 4: Relevance to Sudan  

●​ Describe how your research or scholarly activity contributes to Sudanese 
communities, society, or development (max 300 words): 

Section 5: Leadership and Peer Mentoring  

●​ Describe your leadership roles, teamwork, or mentoring activities (max 300 
words): Include examples of how you guided peers, led projects, or contributed 
to capacity building: 

Section 6: Continuity During Adversity 

●​ Describe how you maintained research or scholarly engagement during conflict, 
displacement, or resource-limited conditions (max 300 words):​
 

Section 7: Supporting Documents  

●​ CV / Resume 

Scoring/Selection Process 

1.​ A Google Form is created that encompasses all nominations in the order of 
submission. 
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2.​ The form is anonymized, so reviewers will not know the identity of the nominees 

and will evaluate based solely on the information provided. 
3.​ The form is sent to the review committee to score each nomination. 
4.​ Nominees are evaluated based on the criteria provided in the table above. 
5.​ Each committee member provides a score out of 100 for each nominee. 
6.​ Committee members are required to submit their completed scoring forms 

within the agreed deadline. If a committee member fails to submit their scores 
by the specified deadline, their scores shall not be considered in the final 
calculation. The final average scores and ranking of nominees will be calculated 
based solely on the scores received within the deadline. 

7.​ The average score for each nominee is calculated across all committee 
members. 

8.​ Nominations are ranked in order based on the average scores. 
9.​ The nominee with the highest score is offered the Young Researcher Award. 
10.​To ensure impartiality and avoid conflicts of interest, committee members 

involved in scoring are not permitted to nominate any candidates for the award. 
(Refer to the committee members table.) 

Recognition Provided 

●​ Award Plaque 
●​ $500  

Award Presentation 

●​ Presented during: Future Leaders Graduation Ceremony on December 26, 
2026, at the Dr. Bushra Ibnauf Center in Port Sudan 

Timeline 

Date Activity 

March 1, 2026 Open the call for nominations 

March 31, 2026 Close the call for nominations 

By April 15th, 2026 ●​ Create a scoring form using 
Google Form that includes all the 
nominations in the order of 
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submission 
●​  Nominations are anonymized, and 

CVs are redacted 

April 15th, 2026 Send the scoring form to the award 
committee 

Apri 30th, 2026 Close the scoring form 

May 1st, 2026 Calculate score and identify awardee 

May 1st, 2026 Inform Awardee 

TBC Announce Awardee 

Award Committee 

Name Field/rank Role Location scoring 

Nahla Gadalla Scientist BOD USA score candidates 

Linda Saleh Public Health BOD Cairo score candidates 

Salaheldin Abusin Assistant Professor Advisory USA score candidates 

Sulafa Ali Professor External  score candidates 

Umsalma hassan Youth coordinator Sudan Does not score 
candidates 

Mohamed Almahal 

Executive Director​
​
​
​
3.2.2026 
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